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Definition

A steward is an overseer, manager, superintendent, or treasurer over the affairs, finances, personnel, and household of his master.  The steward is fully accountable to the owner or master for how he manages his assets.  He must give special attention to making a careful accounting of the receipts and expenditures.
Biblical Examples:

Abraham had a steward (Gen. 15:2) Jacob was the steward of Laban.  Joseph was Potiphar’s steward and later had a steward (Gen. 43:19). Daniel was accountable to a steward (Dan. 1:11).  Herod's steward was named Chuzas, and his wife, Joanna, followed and ministered to Jesus (Luke 8:3). Jesus seems to imply that the disciples were to act as stewards in His absence (Luke 12:42) The Disciples were left with the Gospel to steward until Christ’s return.  Peter told us that Christians are stewards of the grace of God (I Peter 4:10).  A bishop or overseer is God’s steward over the people of the church (Titus 1:7)  Paul and his fellow-laborers regarded themselves as stewards of the mysteries of God (1 Corinthians 4:1-2).
Key Passages:
1. Parable of the talents-Matthew 25

2. Parable of the minas-Luke 19

3. Parable of the accountable manager-Luke 12

4. Parable of the unjust steward-Luke 16

5. Parable of the vineyard workers-Matthew 20

6. I Corinthians 4
                  Practical Principles of Biblical Stewardship
1. God is the creator, owner, and master, and we as followers of Christ are the steward or servant. We do not really own anything. (Psalm 24:1)
                               1 Chronicles 29:11-13 NIV
                        Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power 

                        and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, 

                        for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 

                       … Wealth and honor come from you; 

                       you are the ruler of all things. 
2. God is sovereign, and He determines what, when, and how much each of us is given.  He does not have to answer “why?” some are given more or less than others either in money, talents and gifts, or opportunities. 
     (Mt. 25, Lk. 19)
3. All of us are given the same amount of time, and we are responsible to be stewards of that time.                 Ephesians 5:15 – 17 (Phillips)

“Live life then with a due sense of responsibility, not as those who do not know the meaning and purpose of life, but as those who do.  Make the best use of your time despite all the difficulties of these days.  Don’t be vague but firmly grasp what you know to be the will of the Lord.”

4.  God will hold us accountable on how we use His money, gifts, opportunities, talents, and the people that He gives to us. He is the one who gives us the power to make wealth and wonderful opportunities.

     (Dt. 8:18; Lk. 12, Lk. 19, I Cor. 4)
5. His rewards may be fairly immediate or may be delayed for a long time.  He will reward us generously depending on how we handled the “little things”.  Faithfulness with what we have been given will be the primary factor in the rewards. (Mt. 25:21; Lk. 16:10)
6. We as stewards are responsible for the care of His resources while He is away, but one day our Master is going to return. We must be constantly on the alert for His return.  (Lk. 12)
7. Money does not represent the “true riches” of heaven.  But, how we handle worldly wealth here on the earth will determine how we can handle more valuable resources in heaven. (Lk. 16)
8. We can not serve both God and money.  We can only have one master. 

           (Lk. 16:13)
9. We should not be concerned about what other people receive or have, but we should only be concerned with pleasing our Master as a steward. (Mt. 20)
10. We are to be busy as stewards to multiply what God has given us and to exchange “temporal” time and treasure for eternal rewards. (Lk.16, Lk. 19)
11.   Some stewards will be given much, but the Master will also require a much greater return because of the large investment.  (Lk. 12:48)

12.   How we give and spend our money determines our loyalty to Christ and spiritual things.  It reveals our heart.  (Lk. 19:8-10)

13.   Stewards have far different levels of effectiveness.  All ten stewards were given one mina, but the results were vastly different.  (Lk. 19)

14.   Stewards should not be controlled by a “spirit of fear”, but focused on getting a good return on the Master’s investment.  (Mt. 25:24; Lk. 19:20)

15.   Jesus always condemns and will judge laziness in His stewards.  
             (Mt. 25:26; Lk. 12:47))

     16.  Success as a steward is measured by whether or not we walk in God’s        pathway, according to His directions in His Word.  We will live within God’s circle of blessing if we allow Him to help us chose the best. (Joshua 1:8, 9;

 Ps. 25:12-14 –Living)
. 

